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“Look, ma, no hands!”  For the kid just learning to ride a bike, 
there comes a moment when he or she has it down well enough 
to begin to experiment and push the envelope a bit.  And when 
that effort succeeds someone needs to know about it.  Part of the 
job of being a mother is to be the witness to such momentous 
events. 

The traditional opening of today's reading from Isaiah was 
rendered, "Behold!" Or in our modern way of speaking, “Watch 
this! or Pay Attention!” And maybe those phrases capture better 
the intention that God wants us to look at something extra 
carefully so that we don’t miss its meaning.  We see that in other 
places in the Scriptures. (See Isaiah 7:14: "Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive;" or John 1:29, "Behold the Lamb of God," and many 
more.) And here God says, "Behold my servant … upon whom I 
have put my Spirit." 

Jesus would have known this passage well. It was one of four 
"Songs of the Servant of God" provided by Isaiah that offered 
insight into the nature of the Messiah, and into the role that 
Israel played among the nations. One thing these “servant 
songs” clearly express is God's promise to work for the good of 
the people through a human being.  

The extraordinary thing about this person is not just his 
gentleness, his vocation to be a light or even that God formed 
him and will take him by the hand. The defining characteristic of 
the servant is that as a chosen one of God, he is filled with God's 
own spirit. Everything he does will flow from the strength of 



God's spirit in him. Jesus of Nazareth, the pious young Jew, 
would have been intensely aware of that. 

In Mark's Gospel, Jesus seemingly appears out of nowhere. 
There’s no story in Mark about Jesus’ birth. He simply starts 
with the baptismal ministry of John the Baptist. Mark introduces 
John as a very popular prophet, but one humble enough to 
recognize that he's unworthy even to serve the one whom God 
was sending. Then, almost casually Mark remarks, "It happened 
in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth." The verses that 
follow will be introduction enough for this Jesus of Nazareth.   

As Mark presents the story, Jesus showed up at the riverside 
where John was and was baptized. We have no record of what 
was going on in Jesus’ heart and mind when he decided to ask 
John for baptism.  But Mark’s account of the scene does seem to 
focus on the pivotal character of the moment in Jesus’ own life 
and sense of vocation.  

Mark explains that, as Jesus rose from the water, he saw the 
heavens torn open and it was a revelation to him.  Then, Jesus 
saw the Spirit descend upon him like a dove and heard the voice 
of God call him the beloved Son. 

This was a "Behold!" moment for Jesus. Whatever he had done 
before this, coming up from the water was when his mission 
crystalized for him.  It was his epiphany, the moment of 
discerning how God's life would fill him and call him forth. This 
epiphany after his baptism was Jesus' personal vocation 
experience, a uniquely God-touched moment that would be 
ratified later in the transfiguration and resurrection appearances.  
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Whatever motivated Jesus to go to John for baptism, his 
experience as he came up from the water affirmed the 
relationship he had cultivated with God and seems to have been 
the catalyst for beginning to live that vocation in public witness 
and ministry. 

If this was Jesus' personal experience, what does it mean for us? 
Our second reading from 1 John tells us: "Everyone who 
believes that Jesus is the Christ is begotten by God." One thing it 
points to is the nature of the Christian calling, the Christian 
vocation.  We rarely receive our call with all the details worked 
out, as if we just had to follow the directions step-by-step.  
Instead, we grow into it, with moments of initial reception, 
moments of pondering and getting at what it all means, and, 
when God determines the timing to be right, to act, to realize our 
true nature as children of God. 

Christians are not called simply to worship and believe in Jesus 
Christ, but to share in his intimate relationship with God. We too 
are invited to seek to do God's will and to hear the response, 
"You are my beloved son, my beloved daughter, in whom I am 
well pleased." Behold! This is what we celebrate in 
remembering Jesus' baptism and our own.  

 


